For Anne Gregory -
Unveiling True Beauty

This presentation explores William Butler Yeats' poignant poem, "For Anne
Gregory," delving into its profound themes of beauty, love, and human
perception. We'll uncover how the poem, a conversation between a young

man and Anne Gregory, challenges us to look beyond the superficial.
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About the Bard: William Butler

lyor-ﬁn%gs,&\/illiam Butler Yeats was a towering figure in « lIrish poet and dramatist, born 1865.

20th-century literature and a driving force behind the Irish « Key figure in 20th-century literature.

Literary Revival. His profound influence was recognised with « Spearheaded the Irish Literary Revival.

the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1923, solidifying his legacy as « Awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature (1923).

one of Ireland's greatest poets. . Masterfully blended mythology, realism, and symbolism.
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Poem's Core: A Dialogue on

T
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ﬂQ@U@ﬁSﬁﬁQﬁas a direct
dialogue between a young man
and Anne Gregory, setting the
stage for an intimate exploration
of their differing perspectives on

love and beauty.

Beauty's Superficial
Medlentral discussion revolves
around whether love is based on
fleeting physical beauty or
enduring inner qualities,
highlighting the superficial nature

of human affection.

Unconditional Divine

Love
Yeats posits that only God

possesses the capacity for
unconditional love, embracing an
individual for their true inner self,

free from external judgments.
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Stanza 1: The Golden

Téﬁ!‘opem%;ganza, the young man observes that Anne's "honey-coloured
ramparts" — her beautiful golden hair - cause men to fall into despair. He
likens her hair to protective castle walls, suggesting that men are captivated

and confined by her external appearance, rather than her true inner being.

This imagery immediately establishes the poem's central conflict: the

superficiality of human attraction versus the depth of genuine affection.
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Stanza 2: Anne's
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Changing Her Hue Quest for True Love Beyond

Anne counters by stating her ability She expresses a yearning for men to Wmﬁﬁﬁié‘mﬁérscores her

to change her hair colour to brown, love her for who she truly is, not awareness of the transient nature of
black, or even a vibrant carrot hue. merely for her outward appearance. external beauty and her desire for a

0

more profound, genuine connection.
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Stanza 3: The Divine
Perspective

The young man then recounts the words of a wise religious man, who declared that "Only God, my dear, could love you for

yourself alone, and not your yellow hair."

This pivotal stanza introduces the concept of divine, unconditional love as the ultimate form of acceptance, contrasting it sharply
with the inherently superficial nature of human attraction. It suggests that humans are often bound by external allure, while only

a higher power can see and love the true essence of a person.
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Navigating the Depths: Key
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Outer vs. Inner
BRAMEY's central tension lies in the contrast between
superficial physical attractiveness and the enduring value

of one's inner character.

Desire for Unconditional
L/O¥€ yearning highlights the universal human desire to

be loved completely, beyond physical attributes.

The Superficiality of Human
0V ues how human affection is often swayed by
transient external appearances rather than genuine

connection.

Divine Love: Pure &
ﬂﬁﬁ@éﬁdﬂ&iﬂﬂﬂlt only divine love offers true
acceptance, embracing an individual's authentic self

without judgment.
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Crafting the Message: Literary

Yeats masterfully employs various literary devices to convey his message:

Symbolism: "honey-coloured ramparts" symbolises Anne's golden hair, representing outward beauty and the facade it creates.
Metaphor: Her hair is metaphorically compared to "castle walls," protecting her true inner self from superficial admirers.
Dialogue Form: The entire poem is structured as a conversation, allowing for the presentation of contrasting views on love and beauty.

Irony: There's a subtle irony in Anne's desire to change her appearance (to be less attractive) in the hope of finding genuine love, highlighting the paradox of human attraction.
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Unpacking the
Personalities

Anne Gregory

Young Man | — ‘ Religious Man

Beauty Views
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The Enduring Message of "For Anne
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(G Key Takeaways:

True love values character over superficial appearance.

Society often prioritises external beauty above inner qualities.

Only divine love offers pure, unconditional acceptance.

The poem encourages us to look beyond the surface and value the authentic self.

Yeats' timeless poem continues to resonate, prompting us to reflect on the nature of love and the societal pressures
associated with beauty. It's a powerful reminder to seek and offer love that sees beyond the "honey-coloured ramparts"

to the genuine soul within.
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